
 

 

MINUTES 

FIRE ISLAND PINES PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

October 10, 2015 
 

Directors Present: Allan Baum, Alan Brodherson, Mike Hartstein, Greg Henniger, Garry Korr, Jay 

Pagano, Tad Paul, Henry Robin, Russell Saray, Eric Sawyer and Ed Schulhafer 
 

By Phone: Hal Hayes and Jim Vandernoth 
 

Absent:  Nicole LaFountaine, Chris Lovito, Bob Tortora and Randy Wilson. 
 

Also Present: Walter Boss (FIPPOA Member), Ignacio Ceriani (Director of Finance) and Ken Pollard 

(Director of Administration) 
 

Meeting called to order by President Jay Pagano at 10:45 am in the Solstice Room, Whyte Hall, Fire 

Island Pine, NY. 
 

Mike Hartstein motioned to approve the September board meeting minutes.  Russell Saray seconded and 

the motion carried. 
 

Presidents Report 

Beach 

 On the latest monthly DEC FIMI conference call all the government agencies involved with FIMI 

were represented. 

o Saltaire and Kismet have been added to contract #2 which includes the light house. 

 This is good news because if the project is done for one community, it must be done 

for all. 

o In the Pines, appraisals and engineering studies of ocean front properties are underway. 

 The beach seems to have fared pretty well after last week’s storms. 

o The trap bags at the western end are more exposed and some fencing is down. 

 We have re-applied for the DEC permit to repair the trap bags. 

 

Dolphin Project 

 This project has run into a snag with the Town’s budgeting procedures. 

o Tom Carrano believes that the budgeting procedures can be resolved. 

 

Passenger Ferry Dock Rebuild 

 The RFP process for the engineering aspect of this project is underway.   

o Ed Schulhafer is working with Tamara Wright of the Brookhaven purchasing department. 

o The current timeline includes engineering to be done this winter with construction next 

winter. 

o Jeff Kassner will be hired as FIPPOA’s consultant on the project to interface with Tom 

Carrano of Special Districts. 

 

Committees 

 The only change in FIPPOA committees is that Hal Hayes will chair the Membership committee. 

 



 

 

Conflict of Interest 

 Directors are reminded to sign and return their annual conflict of interest statements. 

o Directors who have a financial interest in businesses doing business with FIPPOA should 

recuse themselves from any votes affecting these businesses. 
 

Community Appearance 

 FIPPOA member Robert Littman is concerned about litter. 

o The mailboxes do not seem to solve the problem of house drops eventually becoming litter. 

 Postings on the telephone poles also come off in a storm and become litter. 

o One solution would be for FIPPOA to hire someone to clean up the litter. 

 If FIPPOA does the job it can be viewed as an indirect subsidy to the business 

community. 

o An alternative is to have Tommy Esposito hire someone. 

 This option would cost more because Esposito must pay higher rates because of 

Town regulations. 

o Walter Boss suggested asking the Chamber of Commerce to take on this responsibility. 

o The highest priority of the membership is the look of Fire Island Boulevard and the trash 

contributes to its unsightliness. 
 

Discussion of FIPPOA Name 

 The name and image makes it appear that FIPPOA is exclusive and only represents property owners. 

o It is unfortunate in that the name itself does not appear to be inclusive of the entire 

community. 

o Most of the other Fire Island communities do not have the word “owners” in their 

Associations name. 

o Allan Baum is to investigate the possibility, logistics and related expenses of rebranding the 

Association and will report back to the Board. 

 FIPPOA needs to include renters, businesses and boaters, who are affected by board 

decisions. 

 One way to accomplish this would be to have non-voting members 

representing these groups. 
 

Finance 

Henry Robin, Treasurer, reported: 

 Seasonal harbor boat slips are down approximately $11,000 from the budgeted $130,000.  

o Jamie Blumenthal docked his boat with Outpost Pines, which is a loss of close to $5,000.  

o There are approximately $15,000 in outstanding slip payments that are anticipated to be 

collected. 

o The harbor has not increased rates in a number of years. 

 Membership is going to come in about $5,000 short of the $100,000 budgeted. 

o Russell Saray did a great job as the Membership Chair. 

 The budgeted global loss of $55,000 may be in the $85,000 to $90,000 range. 

o This will be covered by the incredibly successful 2015 Pines Party. 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 12:31 pm 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ken Pollard, Director of Administration 


