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  MINUTES 
FIRE ISLAND PINES PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
   August 10, 2013 
 

Directors Present: Alan Brodherson, John Cassese, Jane Groveman, Mike Hartstein,  Roger 
Kluge, Steve Norring, Jay Pagano, Tad Paul, Henry Robin, Eric Sawyer, Ed 
Schulhafer, Paul Teixeira, Jim Vandernoth, Jon Wilner  and Lori Zeller. 

 

Directors Absent: Alan Brockman, Nicole LaFountaine, Randy Wilson 
 

By Phone:  Garry Korr, Greg Henniger 
  
Also Present:  Walter Boss (FIPPOA Member), Ignacio Ceriani (Director of Finance) and 

Ken Pollard (Director of Administration), Richard Zinn (Nominations Chair)  
 

Meeting called to order at 10:05 by President Jay Pagano in the Solstice Room, Whyte Hall, Fire 
Island Pines, NY. 
 

Alan Brodherson motioned to approve the July minutes Hartstein seconded and the motion 
carried. 
 

Pagano announced that Randy Wilson’s sister died unexpectedly last Thursday and the 
Association would be sending flowers. 
  
President’s Report 
Nominations Committee 
Pagano introduced Richard Zinn, Nominations Committee Chair, who announced the names of 
candidates running for the Board. 
 Two incumbents, whose terms expire in 2013 - Steve Norring and Jane Groveman -  will 

seek re-election. 
 Three incumbents, whose terms expire in 2013 - Alan Brockman, Roger Kluge and Lori 

Zeller - have decided not to seek re-election and we thank them for their service. 
 In addition there are 8 other Candidates. 

o Allan Baum 
o Marcus Edward 
o Hal Hayes 
o Colin Glinsman 
o Chris Lovito  
o H.R. Nicholson 
o Anthony Pietrangolare 
o Russell Saray 

 

Pagano motioned to approve the slate of candidates.  Brodherson seconded and the motion 
carried.   
 

Pagano thanked Zinn for his service as the Nominations Committee Chair and there was a round 
of applause for Zinn. 
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Beach 
 The beach was surveyed and we do not currently qualify to do a scraping project. 

o Although the beach is wide, it is the height that is needed to qualify for a scraping 
project. 
 Point o’ Woods and one or two communities further east have qualified. 

o Fencing will go up in the fall if we are not able to do a scraping project. 
 The Army Corps project is progressing. 

o There are some issues with dune alignment and encroachments.  
o There are a number of houses that are forward of the proposed dune line and will 

have to be moved. 
 The Fire Island Association is pressing the Army Corps to pay pre Sandy 

prices for these homes. 
 None of the affected homes are in the Pines. 

o All of the homes along the beach will have to provide easement agreements to the 
Army Corps to allow the Corps to come on to their property. 
 Each community’s homeowners association will be asked to collect the 

easements. 
o The Army Corps is planning to let the contracts in November or early December with 

the project beginning in the spring of 2014. 
o This project will pump in excess of a million cubic yards of sand on the beach in the 

Pines, which is double the amount pumped in prior projects 
o As a condition of the project, the Coastal Erosion Hazard Area (CEHA) will expand 

and have restrictions. 
 If 75% of any home in the CEHA is destroyed the State and Town will not 

issue permits to rebuild. 
o If the Army Corps does this project only the Army Corps can do future projects. 

 An advantage is that the Army Corps will repair damage after future storms. 
 A disadvantage is the possibility that Congress could decline to fund the 

Corps. 
o The Fire Island communities and the Towns of Brookhaven and Islip will have to 

approve of the project. 
 

Cell Phone Service 
 There is no reason to believe that Verizon will remove their equipment from Whyte Hall if 

we do not agree to the proposed tower. 
 If we had a clear indication of an overwhelming need for improvement in service it might 

outweigh the objections of those concerned about the proposed new tower. 
o The Verizon service works even as far away as Sail Walk. 
o The last newsletter asked anyone to notify the FIPPOA office if they had poor service 

but few people notified us. 
o Internet speeds do fluctuate with slower service on the weekends. 

 AT&T said they would make a decision about installing their equipment in August and Gary 
Korr is going to follow up. 

 

Size of the Board 
 Other organizations are often surprised at the size of our board. 
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o Twenty directors can become difficult to manage effectively. 
 Pagano would like the Association to consider reducing the number of directors. 

o This would require a change to the bylaws which has to be approved by the 
membership. 

 

Quadrennial Survey 
 In 2014 there will be another membership survey. 

o We will include questions about noise. 
o In 2010 the survey questions were written by Ron Martin, Paul Teixeira and Tad 

Paul. 
 Any director can submit questions to be included in next years survey. 

 The community is given a few weeks to respond and the results are presented at the Fall 
meeting. 

 

Finance 
Mike Hartstein, Treasurer, reported: 
 Things are looking better than the dire financial predictions at the beginning of the year. 

o This change in the budget is mostly due to the 60th Anniversary Party and the 60th. 
Journal. 

 There are significant amounts of receivables, but there is no reason to believe that they will 
not be collected. 

 Whyte Hall user group’s contributions come in during September. 
 Although we do not want to see a dip in the membership numbers, we could increase the 

dues to improve FIPPOA’s bottom line. 
o We currently have over 600 members. 

 FIPPOA donates $2500 to the Fire Island Association (FIA) 
o We should also encourage our members to join FIA. 
o Suzie Goldhirsch, FIA President, is going to be invited to the Fall Meeting. 

 

Hartstein motioned to increase Regular Membership dues to $250 and keep Associate the same 
at $75.  Wilner seconded and the motion carried. 
 

FIPPOA PAC 
Henry Robin, PAC Chair, reported: 
 Senator Gillibrand is in the Pines today for a fundraiser this afternoon at the home of Gene 

Kagan and Robbie Regina, 244 Bay Walk. 
o Although this event is not sponsored by the PAC, all are encouraged to attend. 
o The Senator has been very helpful about the beach and issues that concern the 

community. 
 Next weekend the PAC is sponsoring a fundraiser for Brookhaven Councilman Tim Mazzei. 

o The event will be hosted at the home of Mark & Joy Rose on 534 Sail Walk. 
o We have also invited New York State Senator Lee Zeldin. 

 NYC Mayoral Candidate Christine Quinn will be in the Pines for a fundraiser on August 24. 
 

Adjourned at 11:45. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Ken Pollard, Director of Administration 


