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  MINUTES 
FIRE ISLAND PINES PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
   June 8, 2013 
 
Directors Present: Alan Brodherson, Jane Groveman, Mike Hartstein, Greg Henniger, Roger 

Kluge, Garry Korr, Nicole LaFountaine, Steve Norring, Jay Pagano, Henry 
Robin, Eric Sawyer, Ed Schulhafer, Paul Teixeira, Jim Vandernoth, Jon 
Wilner, Randy Wilson and Lori Zeller. 

 
Attending by Phone: John Cassese and Tad Paul 
 
Directors Absent: Alan Brockman. 
  
Also Present:  Ignacio Ceriani (Director of Finance) and Ken Pollard (Director of 

Administration), Tom Brown, Marcus Edward, Deno Ferraro, Steven Kahn, 
Michael Krocker, Ralph Randazzo, Meg Switzgable, Timothy Fabrege  and 
Alan Silverman  

 
Meeting called to order at 10:36 by President Jay Pagano in the Solstice Room, Whyte Hall, Fire 
Island Pines, NY. 
 
Alan Brodherson motioned to approve the May minutes, Vandernoth seconded and the motion 
carried. 
  
President’s Report 
Boardwalks 
 The Highway department is painting the safety stripe on the boardwalks. 
 The concrete walkways installed by the Highway Department last year performed well in 

yesterdays downpours allowing residents to cross the boulevard without walking in water. 
o FIPPOA has requested another concrete walkway at Pine Walk. 

Beach 
 The New York Stat DEC will permit beach scraping when the conditions allow. 

o The beach at its fullest in August and we are hoping that we will have the right 
conditions for the scraping. 

o The necessary paper work for the permit has been started by Land Use, our 
consultant. 
 A survey will be done at the end of June and if conditions are not met we will 

not spend the money on trying to get the permit. 
o A beach scraping project will cost about $200,000 and will be paid for by the erosion 

control district. 
 We are still owed about $100,000 by FEMA for the last project. 
 Brookhaven fronted the funds for this project. 

 The trap bag project is only a temporary measure. 
 We will not do any more fencing until the scraping project decision has been made. 
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 The Army Corps of Engineers Report for Congress required by the Sandy Relief Bill is being 
finalized. 

 There are two houses in the Pines that are too far out onto the beach in front of the dune line. 
o These houses can be moved back at the expense of the Army Corps of Engineers. 
o There are bigger problems in other communities, which may result in houses being 

condemned. 
 The beach does seem wide enough for the Pines Party. 
 
Finance 
Mike Hartstein, Treasurer, reported: 
 The Audit & Finance Committee recommended a review of FIPPOA’s mission statement. 

o  A committee consisting of Gary Clinton, Michael Greenberg, Albert Lepage, Jim 
Pepper and Ariadne Villarreal has been tasked with this review. 

o FIPPOA programs and expenses will be reviewed to ensure that they are within the 
mission. 

 After an initial projected global deficit we are now looking at a small surplus for 2013.  
o Sayville Ferry has agreed to provide parking for the maintenance manager and the 

harbormaster. 
o This saves FIPPOA about $1600 in expenses. 

 Paul Stroehrer has submitted his final invoice for the electric repair in the harbor. 
o The board had authorized $50,000 from the reserve fund to cover this repair. 
o The total repair cost $30,000, but Hartstein advised that $20,000 be kept out of the 

reserve for now. 
 The Anniversary Party will bring in additional revenue for 2013. 

o The journal may also be very profitable. 
 Whyte Hall has a substantial rental coming up for the HBO movie The Normal Heart. 
 
Hartstein motioned to approve the 2013 budget circulated mid may.  Robin seconded and the 
motion carried 
 
Hartstein Motioned for the board to approve the donation of $2,500 to the Fire Island 
Association. Paul seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Pines Marina 
 Tony’s Barge has had a difficult time coming into the harbor because it is so shallow. 
 Slip 00 on the east side of the harbor there is a shoal making it difficult for the ferry and 

barges to come into the harbor. 
 Dredging is only allowed from mid May to May 31st. 
 There were no available contractors to do the dredging. 
 We are going to ask the New York State DEC for extension. 
 The DEC may grant the extension because of hurricane Sandy. 
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FIPPOA PAC 
Henry Robin reported: 
 FIPPOA PAC is sponsoring a fundraiser for Congressman Tim Bishop this afternoon. 
 Bishop’s office announced just yesterday that he had secured funding of $700 Million for the 

Fire Island to Montauk Point (FIMP) project. 
 This afternoon is a great opportunity to speak with the congressman and thank him for his 

efforts.  
 The PAC is also planning on having a fundraiser for Christine Quinn who will be running for 

New York City Mayor. 
 
Debris & Dumping 
FIPPOA member Ralph Randazzo spoke about debris and what FIPPOA could do to guide and 
educate the homeowners. 
 In addition to the many piles of debris and brush along Fire Island Boulevard there are other 

problem areas. 
o Dead trees have been put under the boardwalk instead of proper disposal. 
o At Fisherman Walk there is a new Riley container on the boulevard. 
o There has been dumping at the end of Bass Walk on the bay side. 

 This will be washed out into the bay and can be an underwater hazard for waders.   
 Only two chippers are available in the Pines:  Mike Jaggi and Beachscapes. 

o People should not bring their stuff to the boulevard unless they made prior 
arrangements for chipping. 

o A tree that needs to come down should remain up until disposal arrangements have 
been made. 

 Homeowner can also contact Tommy Esposito for removal of debris, but additional charges 
will be incurred. 
 If we were to control all of the dumping it may require additional FIPPOA staffing. 

 FIPPOA should guide and educate homeowners on how they should dispose of brush and 
trees. 

o Pagano will undertake a letter to homeowners who are in violation. 
o Perhaps put up signs at the piles with a phone number to call for information. 
o Contractors need to get the point that they need to keep debris removal as a priority. 
o Lori Zeller will write a column for the newsletter as part of the Pines Pride campaign. 

 Suffolk County Police could be asked to treat the boulevard as any other roadway in Suffolk 
County. 

o A heavier police presence on the boulevard may bring unintended consequences 
involving other aspects of the Pines. 

 June 15th is the cutoff for driving on the beach. 
 Dennis Murphy did a review of the boulevard and there are 46 trucks and carts on the 

boulevard. 
 
12:49 adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Ken Pollard 
Director of Administration 
 


