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  MINUTES 
FIRE ISLAND PINES PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
   September 7, 2013 
 
Directors Present: Alan Brodherson, John Cassese, Jane Groveman, Mike Hartstein, Nicole 

LaFountaine, Steve Norring, Jay Pagano, Tad Paul, Henry Robin, Ed 
Schulhafer, Paul Teixeira, Jim Vandernoth, Jon Wilner  and Lori Zeller. 

 
Directors Absent: Alan Brockman, Roger Kluge, Eric Sawyer and Randy Wilson 
 
By Phone:  Garry Korr, Greg Henniger 
  
Also Present:  Ignacio Ceriani (Director of Finance) and Ken Pollard (Director of 

Administration)  
 
Meeting called to order at 10:33 by President Jay Pagano in the Solstice Room, Whyte Hall, Fire 
Island Pines, NY. 
 
Pagano praised the Fire Island Pines Arts Project (FIPAP) production of Hello Dolly! Three 
FIPPOA Directors:  Mike Hartstein, John Cassese and Nicole LaFountaine gave impressive 
performances and the production was enjoyed by the entire community.  There was a round of 
applause for the performers. 
 
Tad motioned to approve the Minutes of August 10, 2013. Brodherson seconded and the motion 
carried. 
  
President’s Report 
Fire Island Boulevard 
 The license agreement with the Town for the area behind the police booth has been finalized. 

o This area will be leased to Bill Katen for his shed providing additional income to 
FIPPOA. 

o Tad Paul did all the work to make this happen and is moving ahead with a license 
agreement covering the remaining areas from Nautilus Walk to Pine Walk that are not 
already subject to license agreements. 
 The requisite survey for this area has been completed. 
 This agreement will allow FIPPOA to address the appearance of the 

boulevard, especially east and west of the harbor. 
 FIPPOA will be able to collect additional rent from squatters along this area. 

 
 FIPPOA PAC 
 Almost $7,000 was raised for Tim Mazzei on August 17th at the home of Mark & Joy Rose.  

o Our New York State Senator Lee Zeldin and our Assemblyman Andrew Garbarino 
also attended.  

o Zeldin could be instrumental in getting a state grant to fund the rebuilding of the ferry 
dock. 
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 The Executive Committee decided to have a fundraiser for Brookhaven Town Supervisor Ed 
Romaine on September 21 at 1 pm at the Blue Whale. 

o Romaine has been very supportive of the Pines and he could be Supervisor for quite 
some time. 

 
Beach 
 The Army Corps of Engineers has hired a surveying firm which means they have started to 

spend funds, which indicates that the FIMP project is proceeding. 
 Easement agreements from every ocean front homeowner must be obtained 

o The easements will be for placement of equipment and sand on private property and 
will allow access for the Corps to repair damage from future storms. 

o  In New Jersey there have been holdouts on easements due to concern of access to 
their properties. 
 This led to some dunes not being rebuilt.  

 The project will start in the wilderness areas as obtaining the easements and the 
removal of homes in front of the dune line is going to take time. 

o 39 homes must be relocated or destroyed, but none of them are in the 
Pines. 

 Although we do not have a specific timetable, the earliest the project would reach the Pines is 
the winter of 2014-2015. 

 The Corps has indicated the dune line will fall south of the decks and pools in the Pines. 
 The reconstructed dune will be about 15 feet high, but this should not impact any of the 

views from homes in the Pines. 
o The height of the dunes usually decreases after the first year. 

 The Fire Island National Seashore (FINS) will allow the Army Corps to taper the sand at the 
ends of the community, something which they have not previously permitted to any extent. 

o This will allow us to put sand in front of the Carrington property. 
 If conditions permit we will do a beach scraping project in the fall. 
 The next time we install fencing it will be done like Cherry Grove’s where the fence is cut 

in half and installed in two lines. 
 There are funds available in the Seashore Defense Fund. 

 
Paul Teixeira motioned to spend up to $35,000 for an installation of snow fencing in October if 
our consultants advise it would be helpful.  Groveman seconded and the motion carried with all 
in favor. 
 
Breach 
 New York State DEC and the Army Corps of Engineers are going to do an Environmental 

Impact Study (EIS) before closing the breach. 
 The cost of the study will be about $1.3 million. 
 Senator Gillibrand has said that the breach will be closed this winter. 

 
Verizon Tower 
 This board has discussed this topic at several meetings and this board should make a decision 

before the elections on September 21. 
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o The executive committee met last weekend and did not feel there was a compelling 
need to accept Verizon’s offer. 

o Verizon has informed us that they will not remove the existing equipment from 
Whyte Hall even if they install a tower elsewhere on Fire Island. 

o Presumably, if our view were to change, we can go back to Verizon in the future and 
pursue the tower. 

 The tower would provide more bandwidth for the community. 
o The service is more important than the income at this point. 

 AT&T has indicated that they included in their 2014 budget the cost of equipment for Whyte 
Hall. 

o AT&T’s decision is not contingent on the tower. 
 There is a Public Service Commission hearing coming up and they may require Verizon to 

continue to maintain landlines. 
 
Pagano circulated the following resolution via email earlier in the week: 
Our thorough review of the matter leads us to conclude that Verizon Wireless service is adequate 
at this time and does not require the tower.  We continue to pursue AT&T and AT&T has 
expressed a desire to locate their equipment on the community center and not condition it on a 
tower.  The Board is also mindful of the concerns expressed by residents in the area of the 
proposed tower.  The Board reserves its right to pursue the matter in the future if conditions 
mandate.  Therefore, it is resolved that the Board declines to proceed with the Verizon Cell 
Tower at the Community Center at this time.  
 
Groveman motioned to adopt Pagano’s resolution.  LaFountaine seconded and the motion carried 
with all in favor. 
 
Post Office 
 Andre Besner has been doing a great job in filling the role of Pines Postmaster. 
 There was some discussion of moving the lending library from Whyte Hall to the Post 

Office. 
 
Miscellaneous 
 FIA President Suzine Goldhirsch will attend the September 21 Fall Meeting. 
 October 12 is the next board meeting where the dates of the upcoming year’s board meetings 

will be scheduled. 
 The Closing Party will be on October 12 from 5 to 7 pm at Whyte Hall. 
 
Ed Schulhafer motioned that, as Alan Brockman is not running for re-election after 35 years on 
the board, Brockman be granted emeritus status on the FIPPOA Board .  Wilner seconded and 
the motioned carried with all in favor. 
 
Pagano said that this was Lori Zeller’s last board meeting and thanked her for her service and 
there was a round of applause for her. 
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Finance 
Mike Hartstein, Treasurer, reported: 
 Although our budgets predicted losses for 2013 we have fared much better due to the success 

of the 60th Anniversary party and journal. 
 There are significant receivables and if necessary Brodherson will write attorney’s letter.  
 Pagano and Henniger are in negotiations with Coastline Freight for a new contract for the use 

of the freight dock.  
 Whyte Hall user group contributions are budgeted around $30,000 and are paid in the fall. 

o Pines groups use the building with minimal rental fees but pay for cleaning in 
addition to their user group contribution. 
 Last year FIPAP gave $25,000 for the running of Whyte Hall. 

 An Audit & Finance meeting is scheduled for September 22. 
o Putting back the funds removed from the reserve fund is on the agenda. 

 
Pines Marina 
Jim Vandernoth, Harbor Committee Chair, reported: 
 The harbor did very well in transients this past weekend and transients are approximately 

$3,000 over budget. 
 Many of the transients do not become seasonal because they have slips elsewhere, but enjoy 

coming for the weekend. 
o Harbor Committee is investigating a third tier of boater between transient and 

seasonal. 
 One suggestion is a loyalty or group program making it more attractive for 

frequent visits. 
 Boaters have indicated that they have no complaints about the amenities. 

o The one complaint heard over and over is that they cannot put their chairs on the dock 
like they can in other marinas. 

o FIPPOA did allow a picnic table on the east side of the harbor. 
o The area has been kept clean and is a spot for boaters to socialize. 

 
New Business 
 Nicole LaFountaine pointed out that when she was a Fire Commissioner, the budget for 

FIPFD was $201,000 but now the budget has increased to $432,000.  
o FIPFD did have some pension payments that were paid as a one time transaction 

instead of being amortized. 
 The Commissioners are mostly fire fighters instead of people from the community.   
 
Adjourned at 12:11. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Ken Pollard 
Director of Administration 

  
 


