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MINUTES 

FIRE ISLAND PINES PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

   August 11, 2012 
   

Directors Present: Alan Brodherson, John Cassese,  Mike Hartstein,  Roger Kluge, Garry Korr,  
Chris Lovito, Jay Pagano, Tad Paul,  Henry Robin, Eric Sawyer, Ed 
Schulhafer,  Paul Teixeira, Jim Vandernoth, Randy Wilson  and Lori Zeller. 

 
Directors Absent:  Alan Brockman, Jane Groveman, Anthony Pietrangolare and Jon Wilner 
 
By Phone: Greg Henniger 
  
Also Present:  Ignacio Ceriani (Director of Finance) and Ken Pollard (Director of 

Administration)      
 
Meeting called to order by President Jay Pagano at 10:36 in the Solstice Room at Whyte Hall, 
Fire Island Pines NY. 
  
Brodherson motioned to approve the minutes of the June and July meetings.  Schulhafer 
seconded and the motion carried. 
 
President’s Report 
2013 Beach Project 
 The 4 communities (Davis Park, Saltairre, Seaview and the Pines) and the two towns 

(Brookhaven and Islip) have been meeting monthly. 
 Cherry Grove is not participating in the project at this time. 

o This coming Thursday is the next scheduled meeting. 
 The group has agreed to do the $2 million Environmental Impact Study (EIS). 

o This study should support future projects as well as the upcoming project. 
o The agreement specifies how much each community pays. 

 Cost to the Pines is 20.7 % 
 A draft of the inter-municipal agreement is awaiting approval by the Islip Attorney. 
 This may be the last project that is spearheaded by the communities. 

o We don’t have the resources to be doing the projects that are this complex. 
o An Island wide tax district may help. 

 Fire Island does protect Long Island. 
 Seems familiar to a suggestion by Senator Schumer’s office. 

 There is just enough time to do a project in November of 2014. 
o The request for proposal (RFP) for the EIS must be issued. 
o The study will take 9 months. 

 Anticipate that study will be done by the fall of 2013. 
 There is a 6 month comment period for government agencies. 

o However in 2014 taxes may start for payment of the EIS. 
o Taxes for the next project will start in 2015. 
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 Petitions for a beach project will be done in the Fall of 2013. 
 Petitions for including the Ferry Dock, and possibly the Freight Dock, in the Harbor Tax 

District will be circulated in the Spring of 2013. 
 
 
Sayville Ferry Statistics 
 In April and May passenger trips were down 10%.  
 In June they were up 16%. 
 There was a 22% drop in July. 

o Cherry Grove was also down in July. 
o One of the affecting factors was that the 4th of July was in the middle of the week. 

 The Marina Meat Market is reporting good sales this year. 
o Due to lack of restaurants more people appear to be eating at home. 

 
Board Walk 
 The Highway Department is finishing the last stretch of Ocean Walk between Sky and 

Fisherman. 
o If any director knows of any part of the boardwalk that has not been done let Pagano 

know. 
o They have said they will fix Pine, Driftwood and Nautilus walks where there is 

flooding. 
 
FIPPOA PAC 
 FIPPOA PAC is going to be one of the hosts at a fundraiser for Senator Gillibrand. 

o Will be held on Sunday August 26th at the home of Robbie Regina & Gene Kagan. 
 
Fire Island Pines Ventures (FIPV) 
 Albert Price is responsible for the rebuilding of the Pavilion. 
 There have been delays waiting on additional material. 
 They are on track to build the building that is on display in the harbor. 
 
Suffolk County Marina Bureau 
 The Police report it has been a good summer. 

o The biggest problem they have had is complaints about noise. 
 These complaints always come from the same area. 

 Pickety Ruff and sometimes Bay Walk. 
 Police make an initial visit to the offending location and ask for them to lower 

the volume. 
 On the second visit they will usually issue a fine. 
 Greg Henniger, Bob Howard and Jon Wilner walked around with FIPV 

manager Constantino Popadakis after the June board meeting (I checked the 
prior minutes, it was the June meeting). 

o One day there was a crowd at the police booth of about 25 residents complaining of 
the noise. 

o Last night was noisy, but stopped early. 
 There was a near drowning in Cherry Grove a couple of weeks ago. 
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Vehicles 
 More and more residents are getting ATVs. 

o They are not licensed and FIPPOA needs to understand the rules. 
o The Police will provide some input. 

 What carts are allowed on the boardwalks. 
 What carts need to be licensed. 

o Pagano will appoint someone to research. 
 
Nominating Committee 
Pagano introduced David Ratcliffe, Nominating Committee Chair, and Ratcliffe reported: 
 There are six directorships to be filled in the September 15 election. 

o Five incumbents are running for re-election. 
 Alan Brodherson 
 Garry Korr 
 Chris Lovito 
 Eric Sawyer 
 Randy Wilson 

o Anthony Pietrangolare has decided not to seek re-election. 
 Pietrangolare chaired the Boulevard Management Committee. 

o There are two additional candidates. 
 Nicole LaFountaine 
 Stephen Norring 

o The four incumbent officers are seeking re-election unopposed for their respective 
office. 
 Jay Pagano, President 
 Ed Schulhafer, Vice President 
 Alan Brodherson, Secretary 

 Brodherson must be elected as a director in order to continue as 
Secretary. 

 Mike Hartstein, Treasurer 
 

 
Paul motioned to approve the slate of candidates. Wilson seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Mike Hartstein, Treasurer, reported: 
 Harbor receipts are down. 

o Dockhand payroll is high. 
 Whyte Hall had an extraordinary expense of $3500 to repair the elevator. 

o This will be recorded as a capital expense. 
 2013 Operating budget. 

o Need to ramp up the Damminix fundraising. 
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o Should plan on appeal to commercial establishments for contributions to both 
Damminix and rodent control. 

o When the last garbage contract was negotiated it was simplified and the commercial 
district pays the same rates that everyone else does. 
 From that savings they can help both in Damminix and rodent control. 

 The Seashore Defense Fund campaign (SDF) has raised about $11,000. 
o SDF now has a balance of $30,500. 
o Beachfront owners benefit the most from the activities that are funded by SDF. 

 Approximately 40% (32 of 73) have contributed. 
 At July meeting discussed the renewal of the maturing Astoria CD at 1.5% for 30 months. 

o Unfortunately the 1.5% rate has dropped to 1.05%. 
o The good news was that it is available for 18 months not 30 months. 
o Would have to tie up the money for  2.5 years for the extra .5%. 
o Someone suggested looking into bonds. 

 The Audit & Finance Committee recommends that FIPPOA stay with CDs. 
 
Hartstein motioned to stay with Astoria at 1.05% for18 month. Brodherson seconded and the  
motion carried. 
 
Harbor 
Jim Vandernoth, Harbor Committee Chair, reported: 
 The Brookhaven Fire Marshal has notified FIPPOA that the gas platform on the freight dock 

is not in compliance with New York State regulations. 
o Meetings have been held that included the Fire Marshal, Walter Boss, Doug Teague 

and Richard Smith. 
 Pagano was also present. 

o Smith is with the New York State Board of Review. 
 Part of this office is able to grant relief. 

 We will have time to appeal for an exception. 
 This procedure is similar to variances. 

 They could require the walkway to be moved. 
o As an interim measure, a red line was drawn, and so long as gas canisters are stored 

only to the north of the red line, we should not receive a fine. 
 60 gas canisters are allowed. 

 Gasoline and propane are hazardous to load and unload at slips. 
 Illegal unloading will be fined. 
 Tommy said he would bill for anyone using the freight dock. 
 Two contractors have said they will remove gasoline at the freight dock and not at 

their slip. 
 Tony’s barge has priority on the freight dock for the regular garbage collection. 

o Coastline has the next priority and schedules secondary carriers. 
 Tony’s barge is considered a secondary carrier for his roll off business and his 

freight business.  
 Coastline also has landing rights at Fire Island Pines Ventures (FIPV) property. 

o There is concern of keeping the right of way cleared at FIPV property. 
o Also concerned about vehicles and forklift in the right of way. 
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 There was a discussion of adding cameras at certain intersections throughout the community 
like we have in the harbor. 

o Surveillance within the community is controversial and is a serious board decision. 
 Dennis is in charge of the sale of sand. 

o It is a difficult task to coordinate the sales and payments. 
o Will notify members. 

 Have put out a marketing email blast for transients rentals for Labor Day. 
o Also put out blasts for Pines Party and Ascension weekends but got no response. 

 Stay 2 nights and get the 3rd night free. 
 Transients as well as recreational rentals are down. 
 Next Saturday is the harbor party from 4 to 6 at Sip n Twirl. 

o All directors are encouraged to attend. 
 
Hartstein said Jim Vandernoth has done an outstanding job in the harbor and there was a round 
of applause for him. 
 
 Petition to add ferry dock to the existing harbor district will be done in the spring of 2013. 

o Brodherson has completed a draft of the petition. 
o There is concern that when property is put in tax districts it is leased back from 

Brookhaven. 
 In the current lease with Brookhaven for the portions of the harbor previously 

placed within the district, we have virtually all ownership rights, with no 
interference by Brookhaven. 

 The concern is if there is a change in the law at some point in the future, 
Brookhaven may feel constrained to exercise some greater level of control 
over property that is subject to the lease. 

 The freight dock does not need any work at this time. 
 Brodherson expressed a hesitancy to put the freight dock in the district 

due to the concern about potential changes in law or loss of control. 
 Freight dock was resurfaced about 3 years ago and probably has a 10 

year life. 
 Work may need to be done on the propane platform to bring it into 

compliance with New York State Law. 
o Unlikely that we will be able to get users to fund these 

changes. 
o Hartstein expressed opinion that need to pay for such changes 

may mitigate in favor of adding freight dock to district. 
o Both the passenger ferry dock and the south dock need to be reconstructed. 

 Ferry reconstruction estimated to cost about $500,000. 
 Reconstruction of the south dock is estimated to be about $250,000. 

 Brookhaven is very aware of our needs and desires.   
o Because of how we have performed with other license agreements, Town officials are 

very cooperative. 
 It does cost more for work done within a tax district because of “prevailing wage” law. 
 FIPPOA should try to fund all that we can through taxes. 
 The petition has exhibits of all the properties that will be taxed. 
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This issue of including the freight dock in the harbor dock district was tabled.   
 
 
Meeting Adjourned12:15. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Ken Pollard 
Director of Administration 


