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PINES CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

 
Serving the Fire Island Pines Community Since 1966 

 

                                                                                     In collaboration with 

      

                                                 PINES FOR THE PINES 

Winter 2016 

Dear Friends and Neighbors: 

In 1964 The Beatles invaded us.  They looked like this. All 

they wanted to do was “Hold Your Hand.”  Some of you 

might remember them.  

In 2015 another beetle, The Southern Pine Beetle, invaded 

us.  They look like this. Trust us when we tell you that they 

don’t want to “Hold Your Hand.” 

They want to destroy every pine 

tree in Fire Island Pines.  If we don’t stop them - and fast, that could 

very well happen.   

First, a little background: 

We first learned of the blight about a year ago.  A survey last fall by PCS confirmed that the 

SPB blight is present.  Last summer FIPPOA and the Commercial District immediately removed 

dead trees on their properties.  At the FIPPOA January 2016 meeting, Jordan Raphael, Park 

Biologist, National Park Service, an invited guest, confirmed the worst to PCS and FIPPOA: 

  

 
“I would like to talk and reach out to the community of Fire Island Pines as 
it relates to the Southern Pine Beetle Blight infestation.  Based on what 
I’ve seen on the island the Pines is the worst hit community.”  
 
Please read the complete NPS letter here. 

 

Scary? You bet it is. 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/ee234d_8e52013efe9a4b1a81eb926164d24f64.pdf
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You might be asking yourself, “Can the government help us?”  

That was the very first question we asked. Unfortunately, they can’t.  Here’s why:  There are 

currently no state or federal funds available to provide financial assistance to private 

homeowners for the removal of individual trees attacked or killed by SPB.  Unlike the Asian long 

horned beetle (a pest with which we are familiar), SPB is not a “foreign” invasive species.  

Whereas state and federal agencies might remove trees infested with foreign blights in order to 

achieve eradication, there is no effort to eradicate SPB because it is widespread and native to 

the United States.  

What are we doing to remove trees and how can you help?   

Our first priority is removing as many infected trees as quickly as possible from our community.  

PCS is in contract with Bartlett Tree Experts, one of the most respected arborists in the country, 

who will be coming to the Pines in March to remove as many infected trees as possible.  Just 

before Thanksgiving, Bartlett sent a team to inspect the Pines. They identified the infestation, 

provided aerial maps, and have a team prepared to cut and mulch the trees. (This will effectively 

prevent the further spread of the blight.)  Bartlett is fully insured and equipped to take on this 

very large job. This aerial map with nearby lot numbers illustrates the scope and breath of work 

just on our right of ways: 

 

The challenge is to reach all the infected trees.  PCS and FIPPOA have made sure that all the 

public Right of Ways (ROWs) of have been surveyed and diseased trees tagged for removal 

But to be effective, this must be accompanied by the good neighbor practice of taking 

down infected trees on private property as well. The NPS’s estimates are that at least three 

times as many diseased trees are on private lots as on the ROWs and noted that the SPB is 

spreading at about 50 feet every three months. Bartlett is able to remove those trees, too, but 

only if you give them the right to enter your property.  They would then provide a proposal, and 

based on their proposal you would agree to pay for the removal directly – not through PCS, 

FIPPOA or another contractor.   
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Further, since Bartlett will be on-site, you can take advantage of their service to remove other 

dead trees and shrubs as well.  

At the end of this letter you’ll find instructions on how to contact Bartlett Tree Experts. Of course, 

you can also arrange to have trees removed by the contractor of your choice during this critical 

time frame. 

What will be done to monitor and replenish trees? 

Once the trees are down we will be taking two important steps to revitalize our tree population.  

1. As part of our contractual agreement with Bartlett they will monitor the health of our pine 
populations in collaboration with you and PCS.  They will closely screen the community 
to identify any remaining or newly diseased trees.  Bartlett will also offer you an 
opportunity to tag your healthy trees and monitor their health for a nominal fee. 

2. PCS, in late April, will renew its annual replenishment project; making pine trees 
available to interested homeowners.   
 

Next steps.  And what you can do to help:  

1. Please contact Bartlett Tree Experts directly to arrange an inspection of your property 
during mid-February weekends (weather permitting).  Mr. Whitney Lewis, ISA certified 
arborist, has been assigned to give you a hand.  This will give you enough time to 
receive a proposal for tree take down and coordinate it when Bartlett begins work March 
4, 2016 on the ROW.  It is estimated that it will take two weeks to clear these areas.  
Bartlett Tree Expert’s contact information is listed below. 

2. Purchase new PCS pine trees in the spring.  Offering will be coming late April. 
3. As is always the case with our very generous community, you can help by donating to 

this project.  So far $16,000 has been raised toward the tree removal effort. $23,000 is 
needed to cover the costs of removing trees from the public spaces.  PCS just received 
a $1000 anonymous donation. Please take a moment and donate to this important effort.  

 

Our goal is to have Bartlett complete its work by the end of March and the new pines ready by 

mid-May. Just in time for you and your local contractors to plant. 

We have momentum and collaboration on our side. Please join your friends and neighbors, 

along with NPS, PCS and FIPPOA to combat and eradicate this horrible infestation.  Mother 

Nature is testing us once again.  (As you know, she has done this a few times recently.)  Let’s 

show her just how resilient and committed we are to keeping PINES in THE PINES! 

Any questions, contact Scott at: thepinesconservationsocietyPCS@gmail.com 

Our best, 

 

Scott Ahlborn, President, PCS                        Jay Pagano, President, FIPPOA 

 

 

mailto:thepinesconservationsocietyPCS@gmail.com
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PINES IN THE PINES 

Contact Information 

Mr. Whitney E. Lewis 
Commercial Arborist Representative 
ISA Certified Arborist #NY-5411A 
ISA TRAQ Certified, NY Certified Applicator 3A & 8, CTSP Certified 
Bartlett Tree Experts 
140 W. 11th Street, Huntington, NY 11746 
631-456-6192 (C) | 631-423-0090 ext. 435 (O) | 631-423-0143 (F) 
www.bartlett.com|www.bartlett.com/wlewis  
 
Mr. Whitney Lewis will be available weekly starting in mid-February to inventory and evaluate 

the trees in the landscape on all private residences that are interested. Due to changing Ferry 

schedules seasonally and travel time involved there will be a sign up of 5 properties minimum to 

schedule a visit out to the Pines. Less than 5 weekly can cause longer wait periods.  Please 

sign up as early.  A tree inventory by species and location will be included in proposal for 

recommendations to properly care for the trees on your property. 

  
PCS – Donation: 

Your generous contribution to PCS is greatly appreciated.  Please make your tax-deductible 

donation (by check only, at this time) to: 

PCS 
c/o Scott Ahlborn 
117 West 123rd Street - 3B 
New York, NY  11728 

PCS’s new contact information and email address: 

The Pines Conservation Society (PCS) 
117 West 123rd Street - 3B 
New York, NY  11728 

thepinesconservationsocietyPCS@gmail.com 

FIPPOA’s contact information: 

Phone: 631.597.6060 

FIPPOA 
P. O. Box 5305 
Fire Island Pines, NY 11782 
 
fippoa@msn.com  

http://www.bartlett.com/
http://www.bartlett.com/wlewis
mailto:thepinesconservationsocietyPCS@gmail.com
mailto:fippoa@msn.com

