
Important Update  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE BEETLES ARE BACK 
 
No, not Sir Paul and Ringo, but those pesky southern pine beetles that can kill a pine 
tree in about four months. Some long-time residents recall that Fire Island lost many 
of its pine trees about 25 years ago and most people now dread the loss of more.  
 

These beetles, about the size of a grain of 
rice, feed on all species of pine trees but prefer 
the pitch pine, which are abundantly found in 
Long Island. The beetles invade the bark, lay 
eggs that hatch into larvae, and then steal the 
tree’s nutrients by hijacking the tree’s circula-
tory system. This causes the needles to fade 
from green to yellow and then red until the tree 
dies. Swarms of beetles can cause a tree to die 
within four months. The only proven way to 
stop the infestation is to chop down the tree and 
chip it.  

FINS Superintendant Chris Soller reported 
that the park, the NYS DEC, and US Fish & 
Wildlife are very concerned about the severe 
infestation of the beetle, which many name as 
one of the most destructive forest pests in the 
United States. FINS has joined the DEC’s 
Incident Command System working group 
which has been locating possible pine beetle 
areas on Fire Island via aerial photography. To 
date, some 300 sites have been identified and 
confirmation on the ground is ongoing. 

In a recent published interview, Robert 
Marsh, DEC natural resources supervisor, said 
that the use of pesticides is a possibility but 
they’re expensive and don’t always solve the 
problem. He reiterated that cutting down 
infested and dying trees is the best way to slow 
the infestation. Another report, however, 
mentioned that an air temperature of 3 degrees 
Fahrenheit or lower may cause 100% mortality 

in all four of the pine beetle’s life stages. Let’s 
hope that this winter’s frigid temperatures will 
help stop the bugs! 
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“The beetle has the potential to devastate 
tens of thousands of acres of publicly owned 
parkland,” said Peter Scully, director of DEC 
Region 1, which covers all of Long Island.  

FINS has received an emergency grant to 
deal with the pest and has undertaken a major 
clearing of affected trees in the western edge of 
Sunken Forrest and at the William Floyd Estate 
on the mainland. Mr. Soller cautioned that every 
community should be aware of this problem and 
act quickly when beetles are present.  

No one can say for sure how the beetles got 
to Fire Island but it’s possible that the pest is 
another lingering effect of Superstorm Sandy. 
One official said they could have come on 
Sandy’s winds or possibly hitched a ride on out-
of-state trucks that came to Long Island for  
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storm-related recovery work. Others feel that the 
emergency may be caused by climate change.  

Superintendent Soller emphasized at the 
March FIA Board meeting that the first two 
weeks of April are the best time to clear infected 
trees. He added that FINS has no authority to 
remove trees on private property, leaving the 
responsibility of clearing the trees to individual 
homeowners. The FIA is also forwarding this 
notice to all of the private landscapers on the 
island, hoping they will alert homeowners and 
organize efforts to get rid of the pests during the 
island’s pre-season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          If you suspect pine beetles in your trees, 
contact your landscaper immediately, or the call the 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation at 1-866-640-0652. You can also 
email the DEC at foresthealth@dec.ny.gov.  If you 
take a photo of a suspected tree to submit to the 
agency, they request that you include something in 
the shot to indicate scale, such as a penny.  

     
 

 

Signs of Pine Beetle Infestation 

• Pitch tubes or popcorn-shaped clumps 
of resin on the exterior of the bark 

• Shotgun patterned holes on the exterior 
of the bark 

• S-shaped tunnels under peeled-away 
bark 

• Pine trees that have recently died; 
characterized by reddish-brown 
needles 


